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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT MOLINA'S VIEWS OF DOMESTIC SITUATION AND RECENT 
VIOLENCE 

REF: (A) SAN SALVADOR 4116 (B) SAN SALVADOR 3949 

1. IN MY OCTOBER 8 DISCUSSION WITH PRESIDENT MOLINA (REFTEL A), 

THE PRESIDENT GAVE ME A GENERAL RUNDOWN ON HOW HE VIEWS THE 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION. THE FOLLOWING WERE HIS MAJOR 
POINTS: 

2. BUSINESS COMMUNITY - MOLINA DESCRIBED HIS CONCERN ABOUT 
THE IMPACT ON THE BUSINESS SECTOR OF DISCONCERTING EVENTS OF 
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THE LAS TFEW MONTHS, WHICH HAVE INCLUDED KIDNAPPINGS, SHOOT-OUTS 
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AND ASSASSINATIONS, AND THE CONFIRMATION THAT LEFTIST TERRORIST 
CELLS FUNCTIONS HERE. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT HE WILL BE MEETING 
WITH SOME 200 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY ON 
OCTOBER 10 TO EXCHANGE VIEWS AND OTHERWISE OPEN A DIRECT 
CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION WITH THIS IMPORTANT SECTOR. HE HOPED 
THAT THE MEETING WOULD LEAD TO THE FORMALIZATION OF AN ONGOING 
MECHANISM FOR EFFECTIVE DIALOGUE. HE CLAIMED THAT BOTH THE 
GOVERNMENT AND THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY ARE ANXIOUS TO GET SUCH A 
DIALOGUE GOING BETWEEN THEM. THE PRESIDENT SAID HIS PRINCIPAL 
CONCERN IS THAT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF "REACTIONARIES'' AMONG THE 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR, 

VOICING STRONG CRITICISM OF THE GOES FOR GRANTING RECENT INCREASES 
IN RURAL WORKERS MINIMUM WAGE LEVELS (A-127). MOLINA SAID HE 
HOPES THROUGH PERSONAL DIALOGUE TO CONVICE THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
THAT IT HAS TO BE "REASONALB" ON SUCH MATTERS. CITING THE 
HIGHER PRICES SALVADOR'S EXPORT CROPS ARE EARNING IN WORLD 
MARKETS AND THE RESULTANT GREATER PROFITS FOR THE AGRO 
BUSINESSMEN, MOLINA SAID THAT SOME AMONG THEM ARE NEVERTHELESS 
BLIND TO THE OBSIOUS NECESSITY THAT A SHARE OF THIS INCREASED 
INCOME BE PASSED ON TO THE WORKERS WHO ARE FACED WITH HIGHER 
LIVING COSTS. HE SAID THESE GRUMBLERS MUST UNDERSTAND THAT IF 
THE LOT OF THE HAVE-NOTS IS NOT IMPROVED, AND SOON, THE WHOLE 
HOUSE MIGHT COME TUMBLING DOWN ON THEM. 

3. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE - THE PRESIDENT EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN ABOUT 
THE RECENT OUTBREAK OF VIOLENCE IN EL SALVADOR, CULMINATING 

IN THE AGUINADA CARRANZA ASSASSINATION AND THE EL CARMEN 
POLICE POST RAID THAT LEFT SIX DEAD (REFTEL B). WITH REGARD TO 
AGUINADA, HE SAID THAT HE HAD QUERIED HIS SECURITY CHIEFS 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE EVENT AND HAD DETERMINED THAT IT HAD NOT 
BEEN PERPETRATED BY ANY OF THEIR AGENCIES. HE SPECULATED THAT 
AGUINADA WAS MOST PROBABLY MURDEPED BY EXTREMISTS OF THE LEFT 
OR RIGHT TO MAKE SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR THE GOVERNMENT. WHILE HE 
RECOGNIZED THAT AGUIN ADA’S ELIMINATION WAS A SEVERE BLOW TO THE 
MOSCOW-ORIENTED COMMUNISTS, HE ADMITTED THAT HE COULD DRAW LITTLE 
COMFORT FROM IT BECAUSE OF ITS ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE POLITICAL 
ATMOSPHERE. HE CLEARLY CHARACTERIZED SUCH EVENTS AS UNFORTUNATE 
AND DESTAB LIZING BUT ADDED EL SALVADOR IS HARDLY ALONE IN 
EXPERIENCING VIOLENCE WHEN SIMILAR OCCURENCES ARE A MORE SERIOUS 
FACT OF LIFE IN MANY PARTS OF TODAY'S WORLD. HE REFERRED TO 
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THE RECENT ATTEMPTS ON PRESIDENT FORD'S LIFE, AND THE OUTBREAK 
OF TERRORISM IN SPAIN AS TWO EXAMPLES AMONG MANY. HE SAID THAT 
HE FEARS A GOOD NUMBER OF THE PERPETRATORS OF THESE VIOLENT 
INCIDENTS ARE COMMON CRIMINAL TYPES MASKING THEIR REAL INTENT 
BEHIND A FACADE OF POLITICAL MOTIVE. 

4. HIS REACTION TO EXECUTIONS IN SPAIN - WHILE DISCUSSING THE 
INCIDENCE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, THE PRESIDENT TURNED TO RECENT 
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VIOLENT EVENTS IN SPAIN AND THE WORLD OUTCRY OVER THE EXECUTION 
OF THE CONVICTED TERRORISTS. PRESIDENT MOLINA SAID THAT WHEN 
HE WAS RECENTLY ASKED BY THE LOCAL PRESS HIS OPINION OF THE 
EXECUTIONS. HE RESPONDED THAT HE WOULD HAVE NO COMMENT SINCE 
THE MATTER WAS AN INTERNAL SPANISH ONE AND THUS OUTSIDE HIS 
PURVIEW. HE CONTRASTED HIS REACTION TO THAT ASSUMED BY MEXICAN 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA WHO FORCEABLY AND PUBLICLY CRITICIZED THE 
GOS AND FRANCO. PRESIDENT MOLINA COMMENTED THAT ECHEVERRIA IS 
OBVIOUSLY "RUNNING HARD" TO BE THE NEXT UN SECRETARY GENERAL 
AND HIS STATEMENTS ON SPAIN ARE OBVIOUSLY INTENDED TO 
ATTRACT SUPPORT. PRESIDENT MOLINA SAID HE BELIEVES ECHEVERRIA'S 
BEHAVIOR WILL ACTUALLY COST HIM VOTES AMONG THE MODERATE UN 
MEMBERS. MOLINA BELIEVES THAT THE WORLDWIDE OUTCRY DIRECTED 
AGAINST SPAIN, PORTUGAL'S PRESENT PLIGHT, AND A GREAT DEAL 
OF THE VIOLENCE ABROAD IN THE WORLD TODAY, INCLUDING EL 
SALVADOR'S, TRACES BACK TO INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM S ATTEMPTS 
TO CREATE CRISIS AND HAVOC IN THOSE COUNTRIES IT WISHES TO 
DESTABLIZE. 

CAMPBELL 
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